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South  America — Problems  and  Opportunities 


OUTH  AMERICA,  the  continent  of  opportunity,  is  fabulously  rich  in  mineral,  forest 
and  agricultural  lands.  It  has  the  largest  unexplored  territories  in  the  world. 

The  ten  republics  into  which  the  Continent  is  divided  have  a population  of 
about  50,000,000  people.  Spanish  and  Portuguese  are  the  languages  most 
commonly  spoken. 

Uruguay,  the  smallest  country,  is  the  size  of  Great  Britain.  Brazil,  the  larg- 
est, is  larger  than  the  United  States,  (not  counting  Alaska) . Since  1856  over  four 
and  one-half  million  immigrants  have  entered  Argentina  alone.  This  is  half  the  pres- 
ent population.  Latin  American  Government  bonds  to  the  value  of  approximately 
$120,000,000  were  floated  in  the  United  States  during  the  year  1923. 

While  South  America  has  in  the  past  been  ruled  largely  by  the  great  land 
owners,  today  democracy  is  rapidly  advancing.  It  is  not  true  that  revolutions  are 
substitutes  for  elections.  The  last  presidential  elections  of  Chile  and  Uruguay  were 
ample  expressions  of  the  will  of  the  people.  Argentina  actually  has  a compulsory 
voting  law. 

The  South  American  republics  are  rapidly  coming  into  an  important  place  in 
world  affairs.  They  are  experiencing  a strong  and  growing  sentiment  for  the  set- 
tlement of  internal  questions  by  arbitration.  A recent  striking  evidence  of  this  is 
the  Tacna-Arica  question,  “South  America’s  Alsace-Lorraine,”  now  before  Presi- 
dent Coolidge.  Misunderstanding  in  the  past  between  the  United  States  and  South 
America  has  been  due  to  a mutual  lack  of  knowledge  of  one  another  and  a failure  to 
sufficiently  take  into  account  differences  of  temperament. 

South  America  inherited  from  the  mother  countries  an  educational  ideal  which  has  militated 
greatly  against  the  achievement  of  democracy.  It  is  the  ideal  of  a highly  educated  ruling  group  at 
the  top  and  an  uneducated  illiterate  mass  dominated  by  this  group.  Some  of  the  countries  have  done 
nobly  in  their  efforts  to  overcome  this  handicap,  but  only  those  familiar  with  South  America  can 
know  how  difficult  the  problem  is.  Consequently,  while  the  Continent  has  splendid  Universities 
where  its  leadership  is  trained,  there  is  still  an  illiterate  population  ranging  in  the  different  coun- 
tries from  forty  to  ninety  per  cent. 


South  America  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  world  is  vexed  by  serious  social  problems  but 
never  have  the  leaders  given  so  earnest  and  constructive  thought  to  these  problems  as  is  the  case 
today.  The  Government  of  Uruguay  has  in  recent  years  enacted  social  legislation,  the  opera- 
tion of  which  is  being  observed  with  the  keenest  interest  by  the  other  South  American  coun- 
tries. There  is  a significant  coming  together  in  sympathetic  understanding  of  important 
groups  of  students  and  the  laboring  classes,  frequently  forming  around  radical  ideas. 

There  is  very  much  of  superstition  in  the  religion  of  the  masses.  It  could  scarcely 
be  otherwise  with  the  large  numbers  of  illiterates.  To  a large  percentage  of  the 
educated  classes,  Christianity  has  given  place  to  a materialistic  philosophy  that 
leads  almost  inevitably  to  pessimism.  Amongst  the  intellectual  leaders  and  even 
in  some  of  the  political  groups  there  has  been  for  years  a decided  antagonism 
to  the  church  and  religion.  In  the  words  of  a South  American,  in  urging  the 
need  of  a revival  of  religion,  “First  a religion  without  science  destroyed 
knowledge,  then  a science  without  religion  destroyed  life.” 

But  a new  day  spiritually  has  dawned  in  South  America.  New  cur- 
rents are  stirring  the  thought  life  of  the  leaders  and  there  has  begun 
a new  search  for  God. 


The  Y.  M.  C.  A. — Its  Field  in  South  America 


HE  ASSOCIATION  has  come  most  opportunely  into  the  life  of  South  America. 
Doctor  Persico,  one  of  the  Uruguayan  delegates  to  the  last  Pan  American  Sci- 
entific Congress,  discussing  the  solution  of  South  America’s  present  social  and 
moral  problems  said,  “No  other  institution  in  the  world  can  do  it  as  well  as  the 
Y.M.C.A. ; no  other  is  so  well  qualified  and  fit  for  the  task.” 

There  is  at  present  before  the  Uruguayan  Congress  a bill  sponsored  by  leaders  of 
both  the  great  political  parties  which  would  grant  exemption  of  customs  duties  on  the 
$400,000  building  about  to  be  erected  by  the  Montevideo  Y.M.C.A. 

“We  are  at  a crisis  in  all  the  spiritual  aspects  of  our  life,”  said  Dr.  Jose  Calves,  one  of 
the  outstanding  intellectual  leaders  of  Peru.  “Our  young  men  are  spiritually  at  sea  and 
when  I say  spiritually,  I mean  not  only  as  regards  ideas  but  also  as  regards  the  emotions 
which  are  the  energizers  of  the  will.  To  these  things  the  Y.M.C.A.  must  contribute  en- 
lightenment and  strength.” 

Through  men  like  Julio  Navarro  Monzo,  the  Argentine  journalist  and  government  offi- 
cial, who  has  recently  joined  the  Continental  staff  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  to  devote  his  time  en- 
tirely to  religious  work,  the  Y.M.C.A.  is  making  its  most  significant  contribution  to  South 
America.  Of  a recent  visit  by  Senor  Monzo  accompanied  by  Mr.  Galland,  to  one  of  the  im- 
portant cities  and  intellectual  centers  of  Brazil,  a missionary  wrote,  “They  took  the  city 
by  storm.  The  meeting  in  the  theater  was  the  finest  thing  that  has  happened  for  the  Evangelical 
faith  since  I came  to  this  place.”  He  adds,  “The  whole  city  wants  a Y.M.C.A.  Send  us  a man.” 

The  Y.M.C.A.  sent  its  first  secretary  to  South  America  in  1891.  For  ten  years  he  was  there 
alone.  Today  there  are  twenty-four  secretaries  maintained  by  the  International  Committee  and 
there  are  sixty-five  South  Americans  who  are  either  secretaries  or  in  training. 

The  work  of  the  Association  is  facilitated  and  made  the  more  important  by  the  fact  that  an 
unusually  large  percentage  of  the  South  American  population  lives  in  large  cities.  One-third  of  the 
Argentines  live  in  six  cities  and  one-third  of  the  Uruguayans  in  one. 

Count  H.  de  Baillet-Latour,  Vice-President  of  the  World’s  Olympic  Committee,  in  his  report 
to  the  Olympic  Committee,  after  a recent  tour  of  South  America,  stated,  “I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  physical  education  in  Uruguay,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Jess  Hopkins  (now  continental, 
formerly  local  Y.M.C.A.  Physical  Director),  supported  by  our  distinguished  colleague.  National 
Deputy  Ghigliani,  surpasses  almost  all  the  other  countries  of  the  world.”  In  his  proposal  of  a 
basis  for  South  American  international  athletic  meets,  he  stipulates  that  there  should  be 
named  by  the  World’s  Olympic  Committee  a technical  adviser  who  should  be  chosen 
from  amongst  the  physical  directors  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 

One  of  the  most  significant  features  of  the  entire  South  American  movement  is 
the  program  carried  on  at  the  summer  camp  at  Piriapolis  in  Uruguay.  Student  dele- 
gates from  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile  and  Uruguay  and  Peru  gather  here  an- 
ually,  sinking  their  national  differences  to  the  claims  of  service.  High  resolves  and 
new  spiritual  levels  are  reached  which  affect  permanently  the  thought  and  life  of 
many  of  South  America’s  future  leaders.  ' 

The  Y.M.C.A.  in  South  America  has  proved  itself  dependable  in  the 
task  of  spiritual  engineering — “it  builds  bridges  which  shall  join  the 
hearts  of  different  races.”  It  is  particularly  useful  and  effective  in  its 
ministry  to  the  three  classes  upon  which  some  of  the  churches  have 
asked  it  to  major;  students,  government  officials,  and  business  men. 


Argentines,  Brazilians,  and  Uru- 
guayan Students  in  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Training  School  for  South  America. 


Morning  Exercises  at  Piriapolis,  the 
International  Camp  Held  Yearly 
for  the  Young  Men  of  Latin  Amer- 
ican Countries. 


Center:  Julio  Naz'arro  Monzo 


Boys  in  Public  Playground, 
Montevideo,  Directed  in  Pi 
Y.  J\l.  C.  A.  Secretary. 


Association  Evening  School,  in 
R/o  de  Janeiro. 
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